Compost Ingredients







% Content

Material





Nitrogen

Phosphorous


Potash

Farmyard manure

2.5


1.0 – 0.1


1.5 – 3.0

Fresh poultry manure
1.5


1.0



0.5

Old poultry manure

1.2


2.0



0.9

Sheep manure

0.5


0.3



trace

Pig manure


0.5


0.2



0.5

Horse manure

1.5 – 0.5

0.2



1.0 – 0.4

Cereal straw


0.4


0.2



1.0

Peat moss


0.7


0.1



0.2

Bracken


1.5


0.2



0.8

Alfalfa hay


2.5


0.5



2.0

Saw dust


0.1


0.1



0.1

Fish scraps


8.0


13.0



4.0

Hoofmeal and horndust
12.5


1.5



trace

Dried blood


7.0 – 14.0

trace



trace

Wool and silk shoddies
5.0 – 14.0 

trace



trace

Seaweed


1.5


1.0



5.0

Wood ash


trace


1.5



8.0

Spent hops


3.0 – 4.0

1.0 – 2.0 


trace

Human faeces

1.1


1.3



0.3

Human urine


6.9


3.2



3.4

Activated sewage sludge
6.0


4.0



0.6

Finished compost

2.0 – 2.5

1.0 – 0.5


2.0 – 0.5

These are often approximate values, different sources will give some variations, there are so many variables in waste products! The amount of dry matter and moisture will also vary, just a shower of rain before you gather up the shit from your chicken run will have an effect! However, the comparisons are worth making a note of, and the whole thing will give you some idea of how to balance things. 

It’s really important to keep in mind that these three ingredients, nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium, are just three indicators of the material ingredients. There are in addition many trace elements, and lots of other factors. If the material is formed into hard clumps, it needs to be broken up, if it is very wet, spread out so the moisture can distribute itself around the heap. If it is very dry, it needs watering, and so on. 

